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Cover | Two students from Montezuma Cortez Middle School
complete a scavenger hunt as part of a school visit.
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Mission

Our mission is to educate, enrich and inspire our residents and
visitors through the preservation, presentation and

interpretation of the county’s and region’s rich and diverse
history.

From the Director
The Montezuma Heritage Museum is dedicated to saving our
regional history and telling our local stories. This past year we
had the opportunity to highlight many important stories - from
103-year-old, Vic Sundquist’s adventures in the Southwest
Colorado timber industry to those of our Ute Mountain Ute
neighbors and partners, who know this place as their ancestral
homeland. Behind the scenes, we took in new collections that will
serve researchers, area students, and museum visitors into the
future. This work is a labor of love and I am honored to have
joined the team in 2024.

Elizabeth Quinn MacMillan, Executive Director
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The museum completed two more long-term
exhibits in 2024. Timber!!! shares the history of
the timber industry in Southwest Colorado and
Ute Mountain Utes: We Are Still Here,
developed collaboratively with the tribe, tells
the Weeminuche story.

Special thanks to Barbara Stagg, our exhibit
developer, for all of her work!

Logger for Life
Life-long logger, Victor “Jumbo” Sundquist and 
his daughter Anita Long, shared his stories of life
in the timber industry, including at McPhee. 

100 Years of Silence Project Opening Reception
Ute Mountain Ute tribe elders, storytellers,
musicians, and creative makers commemorated 
the resilience on the 101st anniversary of the so-
called “1923 Posey War” while fostering unity,
healing, and hope for the future.

Galloping on the Galloping Goose
Joe Becker shared the impactful history of the
Galloping Goose and efforts to keep the Rio 
Grande Southern Railroad operating.

From Sagebrush to Sweet Corn
Rooted in Tribal culture and sustainability, the
7,700-acre Ute Mountain Ute Tribe Farm & Ranch
Enterprise includes the Bow & Arrow Brand, LLC
corn mill and a 700 cow/calf operation. General
Manager, Simon Martinez, shared this tribally-
owned business’s unique story.

Colorado’s Fruit Growing History
Jude Schuenemeyer of the Montezuma Orchard
Restoration Project highlighted Southwest
Colorado’s early fruit growing history.

Programs & Exhibit
Tell Our Stories
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https://www.facebook.com/UteMountainFarmandRanchEnterprise?__tn__=-]K*F
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In 2024, the Montezuma Heritage Museum reached over 200 area students through school visits,
youth group tours, and more. Students, ranging from 4  through 7  grade, took part in guided
tours, completed special activities, and learned more about many topics using the museum’s
exhibitions.

th th

The museum updated its website to highlight learning opportunities and reviewed and upgraded
field trip offerings, specialized educational activities, and outreach materials.

Special thanks to Judy Aeschlimann, Terri Helm, Tom Hayden, Robert Valencia for donating their
time and expertise.

Educational Outreach
Passing On Our Legacy

The museum continues to receive donations, which serve
as the foundation of our work. Collections help us tell
stories in exhibits, support research, and serve as
learning tools for area students. The donation of a
portrait of Ute Mountain Ute Chief Jack House by late
Ute artist Stacy Lansing is just one highlight from this
years donations. Thank you so much to Frank and Cindy
Green for their generosity.

Every donation that comes in requires care and
management. Luckily our team of Joyce Lawrence and
Tulli Kerstetter do a wonderful job! This year we also
received a Greenwood Fund grant, which will help us to
purchase archival supplies. Archival sleeves will help us
care for our historic photos and quilt-sized boxes will
facilitate long-term storage of our quilt and clothing
collections. 

Collections Care & Management
Save Our History
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1,500 
Museum Visitors

250    Program Attendees
200+  Area Students Reached

Thank you to the organizations whose financial support made many of our 2024 projects and
programs possible.

Colorado Housing & Finance Authority (CHFA)
El Pomar Foundation

Montezuma County Lodgers Tax
Ballantine Family Fund

Greenwood Fund

Grantors

Personnel
$56,766.56

General Operating
$36,754.39

Exhibits/Programs
$26,268.47

Promotion
$3,737.12

2024 Expenses

Endowment
$155,941.59

Grants
$44,170.13

Earned Income
$21,603.00

Donations
$15,847.55

2024 Income

Financials
The Montezuma County Historical Society d.b.a. the Montezuma Heritage Museum is a non-profit
Colorado corporation governed by a Board of Trustees. The museum relies on admission and
membership fees, individual and business donations, foundation and agency grants, and a modest
endowment to fund a professional staff, exhibits, public programs, and collections care.
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35 S. Chestnut St, Cortez, CO 81321    |     970-516-1100     |     Instagram:  montezumaheritage     |      Facebook:   montezumamuseum

Excellent museum! One of the best we have visited.
We earn compliments like these only because your financial support provides the
resources required to create a professional museum experience for our community
and visitors to the area. By sustaining or increasing your financial investment, you
allow us to increase our story telling capabilities and preservation efforts. Thank you.

If there are any errors or omissions in this list, please send corrections to: execdirector@montezumamuseum.org
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Thank you to the members, donors,
and businesses whose financial and in-
kind contributions provided essential
support to the museum in 2024.

Members & Donors
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